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If the term “modern” is based on the European experience of evolution of communities, 

Japan may have swiftly caught up with the European experience for modernization.  Masao 

Maruyama argues that the modern way of thinking is the basis for nationalism, political 

realism, and democracy.  Japan after the Meiji Restoration was successful in achieving such 

basis: Gakumon no Susume [Encourage of Learning] by Yukichi Fukuzawa was the textbook 

for Japan’s Enlightenment; and the compulsory education system and the conscript army 

along with Shintoism introduce by the government worked well to promote both education 

level and nationalism as a single nation as opposed to a society divided by feudal clans’ 

governance.  In this process, State Shintoism was used for promoting nationalism and may 

have caused an extreme belief of an emperor-centered Japan as a divine country.  On the 

other hand, if the current Japan is in a post-modern or a neo-medieval period as Akihiko 

Tanaka argues, all of this was not brought by Japan itself but was initiated by the total 

destruction in 1945.  This accidental process might have caused the Japanese to overlook the 

value of post-modern society and the problems associated with the modern society. 

 


