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Virtually every social system now accepts democracy as the preferred means of government within the nation-state.  Democracy permits the individual citizen to participate in the process (self-government) and to be “free to choose” alternatives for that person’s well-being and success however (s)he defines it. 

In my opinion, there are four pre-conditions for a successful democracy.  If any of them are missing, the entire system will realize less than its potential:
1. The “space” in which the individual citizen can act must be as open as possible.  (More private property is better than less.)
1. The rule of law must undergird the entire society for all its citizens in every category.
1. There must be alternative institutions:  the government cannot hold a monopoly on the sources of ideas, alternatives, and projections for the society. 
1. Transparency for governmental actors is essential, and must be enshrined in law, and enforced by independent institutions (e.g., an independent judiciary).

When these four conditions are met, the opportunity for individuals to flourish will be maximized in a democracy.

* The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the Asan Institute for Policy Studies.
[image: C:\Users\user\Dropbox\Administrative\Asan Logos\붉은 글씨 연구원 로고.jpg]
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
THE ASAN INSTITUTE for POLICY STUDIES




