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Impeachment Ruling

The Constitutional Court (CC) ruled by unanimous

decision to uphold the impeachment of Park Geun-hye.

It is worthwhile pointing out that two of the eight
justices were appointed by the now-deposed former-
president (Table 1).

Table 1 Justices of the Constitutional Court?

2017.02.27 - 2017.03.10

Failure  to | lll-managed Sewol Not
protect ferry disaster considered
citizen lives — not a
matter of
the law
Abuse of | Shared confidential | In
presidential | documents with a | violation
authority private citizen,
forced corporations
to make donation to
Choi’s foundations
Received bribery | Not
Bribery from conglomerates | mentioned
including Samsung

. Recommended Appoint
Justices by ed Year
Lee Jung-mi Supreme Court 2011
Kim Yi-su Natlongl. Assembly 2012
(opposition party)
Lee Jin-sung Supreme Court 2012
Kim Chang-jong | Supreme Court 2012
Ahn Chang-ho Natlo_nal Assembly 2012
(leading party)
Kang ll-won | National Assembly [, ,
(bipartisan)
. President
Suh Ki-suk Park Guen-hye 2013
President
Jo Yong-ho Park Guen-hye 2013

The court considered five charges leveled against the
president.® In the end, the court rejected the charges
regarding improper dismissal, violation of free press,
failure to protect citizen lives, and fair implementation
of duty as public servant. But it did find significant
overreach in executive authority by sharing
confidential information with a private citizen and
denying connection with this individual, who was
personally involved in state affairs.

Table 2 Accused Charges and Ruling

Charges Details Ruling
Abuse of | Interfered with the Ruled out
authority (to | Ministry of Culture — lack of
appoint/rem | and Sports internal evidence
ove public | employment process
servants) in pursuit of Choi’s

private interest
Violation of | Pressured Segye-1lbo |Ruled out
free press regarding reports —lack of
about Chung Yun- evidence
hoi

On the charge of bribery, the court was silent. It
remains to be seen how the ruling may influence the
ongoing trial against Lee Jay-yong.

Public Response

All eyes and ears in South Korea were focused on the
ruling this morning. Overall, the latest poll by Gallup
Korea indicates that 77% of the Korean public
supported the president’s impeachment. Only 18%
opposed. The strongest opposition for the
impeachment came from over 60-year-olds with 50%
supporting the impeachment and 39% opposing.
There were 24 open court floor seats, which fielded
19,000 applications.* A large crowd of proponents
and opponents gathered near the courthouse. 270
squadrons of 20,000 police officers and 360 buses
were deployed in and around the court.® The Seoul
municipal police department issued the highest state
of alert.

Approve/Disapprove Impeachment? (By Age)®
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Do you approve/disapprove President Park’s
impeachment? (By Region)’

m Approve m Disapprove

Prosecution

The Special Prosecutors concluded the 70-day
investigation and will now turn their attention to
litigation. & They indicted 30 people, including Lee
Jay-yong, Kim Ki-chun and Cho Yun-sun.
Investigation will continue for Woo Byung-woo, Choi
Soon-sil and companies like Lotte, SK, and CJ.°

Former-President Park is likely to face a follow-up
investigation by the prosecutors in the coming days.
She will be the fourth president to be investigated by
the prosecutors after Roh Tae-woo, Chun Doo-hwan
and Roh Moo-hyun.*°

What Next? Presidential Election

Prime Minister Hwang Kyo-ahn will serve as the de
facto president until the election. According to
election laws, the next presidential election must take
place within 60 days (May 9) of the Constitutional
Court’s decision. Also, the election date must be
announced by the acting president 50 days prior to
election (Mar 20).

President Park’s

Mar 10 (Fri) impeachment upheld by
the Constitutional Court
Prime Minister and Acting
By Mar 20 President Hwang
(Mon) announces the election
date (D-50)
By Mar 26 (Sun) Primaries (20 days prior to

candidate registration)

Apr 15 (Sat)-16 Regjistration for

(Sun) candidates (D-24)
May 4 (Thurs)-5 | . Early voting (D-4; two
(Fri) days)
Presidential election
May 9 (Tues)

No transition period for
the incoming President

According to the latest poll, Moon Jae-in is firmly in
control of the race for the Blue House. Prime Minister
Hwang remains as the only conservative candidate in
the top-5 although his rating might take a significant

hit from the Constitutional Courf’sidetision.INSTITUTE FOR POLICY ¢

Presidential Candidate Approval Ratings

. Feb 28- Mar 7-912
Candidate Party Mar 211
Moon Jae-in TDP 34% 32%
Ahn Hee-jung | TDP 15% 17%
D P 9% 9%
S00
Hwang Kyo- | ry.p 8% 9%
ahn
LEe Je e TDP 8% 8%
myung
I b 1% 1%
min
Other - 3% 4%
Don’t ) 0 0
know/refused 21% 19%

How do you evaluate Prime Minister Hwang Kyo-
ahn’s performance as acting president?'3

Performing well 34%
Not performing well 57%
Neither 5%
Don’t know/refused 5%

Dealing with North Korea

On Mar 6, North Korea launched four ballistic
missiles, three of which flew about 1,000 km and
entered the Japanese exclusive economic zone
(EEZ).** The missiles were later identified as Scud-
ER (Extended Range).®

The missile test came as South Korea and the United
States were conducting its annual Foal Eagle joint-
military exercise, which began on Mar 1.6 South
Korea also concluded the land-swap deal with the
Lotte Group.t” Meanwhile the US military has also
begun delivery of THAAD components as of March 6.

China has responded by urging the South Korean
government to stop the deployment. Beijing has also
promised a strong response.® So far, the Chinese
public has reacted negatively to Lotte products?® and
travel to South Korea.?® South Korean advertisements
in China have also been targeted.?

Blue House National Security Chief Kim Kwan-jin
was on the phone with the US National Security
Advisor H.R. McMaster to reaffirm their
commitments to THAAD.?? Defense Minister Han
Min-koo also exchanged words with his US



counterpart James Mattis to reaffirm US commitment “THAAD is absolutely necessary” and that Chinese
to South Korea’s defense against North Korea. 2 retaliation was expected.?*
Prime Minister Hwang Kyo-ahn announced that
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