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Session Sketch:
This is the first time that a panel focusing immigration has been included at the Asan Plenum,
and all panelists agreed that this was an important new topic. It is becoming a strategic issue,
especially as demographic imbalances emerge in Asia.
There are four key trends impacting immigration around the world. The first is process and
products. The processes have changed based on the products of communication technologies,
where migrants have access to real time info, dramatically reduced transportation costs, and
increased access. The second is the breakdown in binary constructs between forced
immigration and immigration by choice. The degree of choice is dynamic and can shift
quickly, and even refugees can actively engage in migration. Third, there have been
significant advances in the global governance of migration. International compacts have
developed as have governance at the city level. The latter is increasingly important as
immigrants are increasingly moving to urban areas—following broader population trends.
Finally, demographic transition has placed pressure on countries that are aging, especially
like Korea, that are facing rapid population decline in the near future.
A final point made across the panel was that the term illegal immigration was no longer
sufficient and that irregular immigration was more important to understand the breadth of
types of immigration taking place. This difference is key as it retains the understanding of
why people are moving. The reasons are diverse, but coping with that diversity will be key in
protecting people as they enter outbound and inbound movements around the globe.
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